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The Bay  
  

The bay is the three-door garage in which we store all of our emergency response 

vehicles, or “rigs”. Members may park their personal vehicles in the designated 

parking spots to the left of this photograph, ensuring that they never block the bay 

doors. These doors are each opened and closed using a key-fob system on the 

brick wall just next to the door. They can also be opened and closed using a series 

of buttons inside the building.  
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The Bay (cont.)  
  

The rig in the left-most (north-east) position is the “first-run” rig. This means we 

respond using this vehicle first, and only use the right-most (south-west) rig if there 

are multiple calls simultaneously. The center position contains the Kubota, which 

is exclusively used for standby at special events such as football games. Note that 

each vehicle is labeled with its numerical call sign. 52 represents Wall Township. 

1 represents Wall First Aid & Rescue Squad. 56 represents this specific vehicle. In 

short, we say “156”.  



WFA&RS “rig tour”  4  

 

wallfirstaid.com 1900 Monmouth Blvd, Wall, NJ  

 
    

The Bay (cont.)  
  

Each rig has an electrical port which is plugged-in during rest to ensure all batteries 

are charged and ready for service. This MUST be removed before a rig can enter 

service. The keys for each ambulance are stored inside the driver’s compartment. 

You may see the thin black charging wire hanging down directly above the driver’s 

seat in this image. You may also see the podium, which contains the light switch, 

and bay door switches.  

  

Charging wire   

Podium   
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The Bay (cont.)  
  

The light switch is to the left of the podium.  
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The Bay (cont.)  
  

The door switches are to the upper-left and upper-right of the podium. 

There are three functions: open, close, and stop.  
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The Bay (cont.)  
  

This is a full view of the podium. Notice the whiteboard which members use to 

document important information such as when a vehicle was last fueled, or what 

equipment we need to retrieve from the hospital.  
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The Bay (cont.)  
  

This is our other ambulance, “157”. Both rigs are set-up with the same basic layout 

and functionality. Note the danger sign to the right of this photograph. In the right-

most (south-west) part of the bay is the oxygen cylinder refilling station.  

This may only be used by trained and qualified personnel.  
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The Bay (cont.)  
  

This is the Kubota. It does not have a radio call sign, so it may simply be referred 

to as “Squad 21 Kubota”. This vehicle is only used for standby at special events. 

The key is stored in the left drawer of the podium. As with 156 and 157, only 

trained and certified drivers may operate this vehicle.  
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Rig exterior  
  

This is a side view of 156. Both 156 and 157 are set-up with the same basic layout 

and functionality. In the center of the rig is the side door which crews will use to 

enter and exit the vehicle.  
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Rig ext. (cont.)  
  

This is the open view of the side door. Note the multiple steps. 

Ambulatory patients (or their family members) may elect to enter the rig 

through this door. The crew should alert civilians to watch their steps, as 

well as their head when they enter the ambulance with its short ceiling.  
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Cervical collars  

 

 

 

Oxygen bag  
(Suction unit is 

behind oxygen 

bag)  
 

 

Jump bag  
(Trauma kit is 

behind jump bag)  
 

  

To the right of the side door is a compartment containing;  

Jump bag, Oxygen bag, Trauma kit, Suction unit, and Cervical 

collars. This compartment is also accessible from inside the rig (pg. 

22). Remember to retrieve and return all of these items before leaving 

the scene of a call.  

  

Rig ext. (cont.)   
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Rig ext. (cont.)  
  

Toward the rear of the vehicle is a compartment containing; Scoop, 

Backboards (longboards), Stair Chair, Straps (Seatbelts), and Head 

Blocks. This compartment is NOT accessible from inside the rig.  
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Rig ext. (cont.)  
  

Toward the rear of the driver’s side of the vehicle is a compartment 

containing extrication equipment. This equipment is only to be handled 

by trained and certified personnel. This compartment is NOT accessible 

from inside the rig.  
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Rig ext. (cont.)  
  

Toward the rear of the driver’s side of the vehicle is the fuel cap. Note 

that each rig requires a specified type of fuel. Make sure the correct fuel 

is used. If an incorrect fuel is accidentally inserted, notify a line officer 

immediately, and DO NOT try to operate the vehicle. Only trained and 

certified drivers may refuel vehicles.  
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Rig ext. (cont.)  
  

Midway on the driver’s side is a compartment containing; Kendrick Extrication 

Device, Inflatable child seats, Animal/pet oxygen equipment, and Water. In 157 

you may also find a CPR board. This compartment is also accessible from inside 

the rig (pg. 27). Note that the water bottles are for fire crews operating on active 

scenes. Water should not be distributed to patients.  
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Rig ext. (cont.)  
  

Just behind the driver’s seat is a compartment containing; Reeves, Fire 

extinguisher, Oxygen main cylinder, Shovel, and other miscellaneous 

tools. A small portal (pg. 30) allows crews to open and close the oxygen 

main cylinder from inside the rig.  
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Driver’s Compartment  
  

A side view of the driver’s compartment. To the right side of, and behind 

the driver’s are paper maps, reflective vests, and flashlights.  
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Driver’s Compartment (cont.)  
  

These are the various control panels for the emergency lights, sirens, and 

radio. Only trained and certified drivers may operate these devices. To 

the bottom right of this image is the Toughbook laptop which E.M.T.s 

use to document all calls. Remember to plug in the laptop after each call 

so the battery does not die.  
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Patient Compartment  
  

This is the view of the patient compartment from outside the rear doors of the 

rig. Non-ambulatory patients will be lifted into the ambulance on the stretcher 

through these doors. All patients who are transported to the hospital will be 

lowered out of the ambulance on the stretcher through these doors-regardless 

of ambulatory status. Red colored surfaces indicate moveable parts of the 

stretcher. Members should consult any active member for instruction on 

operating the stretcher.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

This is an interior access to the exterior compartment (pg. 12) containing; 

Jump bag, Oxygen bag, Trauma kit, Suction unit, and Cervical 

collars.   

  



WFA&RS “rig tour”  22  

 

wallfirstaid.com 1900 Monmouth Blvd, Wall, NJ  

 
    

Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

(The same compartment with the doors open to avoid the camera 

reflection).  

  

Cervical collars   

Oxygen bag    

Trauma kit   

Suction unit   
( must be  
plugged in  
when not in  
use)   

Jump bag   
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

Above the previous compartment is a body substance isolation (B.S.I.) 

compartment containing including; Trauma dressings, Obstetric kits, Personal 

protective equipment (P.P.E.), Biohazard bags, Wipes, and Masks. The 

window glass is labeled with the contents.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

The same compartment with the right side door open to provide a clearer view.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

The same compartment with the left side door open to provide a clearer view.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

At the head of the stretcher is the captain or crew chief’s chair (pg. 11). This seat 

has a pull-lever which allows the seat to be rotated to four possible positions.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

On the driver’s side of the rig next to the captain’s chair is an interior access to the 

exterior compartment (pg. 16) containing: Kendrick Extrication Device, 

Inflatable child seats, Animal/pet oxygen equipment, and Water. These items 

are rarely if ever retrieved from inside the rig.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

Above and to the left of the previous image a timer, and oxygen system monitor. 

The oxygen system monitor reads the pressure level of the main oxygen cylinder 

(pg. 17). Because the main cylinder should be closed when not in use, sometimes 

the monitor will read zero pressure mistakenly thinking it is empty. When this 

happens the monitor will make a loud, constant alarm sound. Press the red ”alarm” 

button to silence the alarm.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

Below the oxygen system monitor is the oxygen regulator (green, on left), and 

control panel for: Interior lights, Vacuum (suction system), Oxygen, Climate 

control, and a Radio. To the far left is the suction basin.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

This small portal gives enough access to the external compartment (pg. 17) to open 

and close the oxygen main cylinder from inside the rig. Remember to always close 

the cylinder when it is not in use.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

Vital monitoring devices may be found inside this compartment including: 

Pulseoximeter, Blood pressure cuffs, Stethoscope, and Pen light. You may also 

find trauma sheers and/or pens. Another set of these items is found in the jump bag 

(pg. 47). Remember to sanitized and return all of these items after every call. This 

compartment also contains a spare battery for the stretcher.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

Above the vital monitors is a compartment containing: Airway adjuncts, Suction 

supplies, Burn sheets, Bag-valve masks, Non-rebreather masks, and Nasal 

Cannulas. With the exception of the burn sheets, most every tool related to airway 

management is located in this compartment. Items are labeled on the outside of the 

glass window as seen above. An image of the right side of this compartment is on 

pg. 34. These items are single use only and must be properly disposed of after use. 

Anything soiled with bodily fluids must be deposited in a bio-hazard bag.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

(The same compartment with the doors open to avoid the camera reflection).  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

(To the right of the previous image).  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

This is the view of the patient compartment from the captain’s chair. Treatment 

will primarily be delivered from the bench seat on the left. A second care provider 

may utilize the passenger seat on the right, and if there is a third provider they may 

sit in the captain’s chair. Note that the stretcher has its own portable oxygen supply. 

Seatbelts must be worn by both care providers and patients while the rig is en route.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

Above the bench seat (left) is an array of non-latex gloves in various sizes. 

Providers should always wear a pair during patient contact as part of their personal 

protection equipment.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

To the right of the gloves is a compartment containing supplies for diabetic 

emergencies and trauma management including: Cling wrap, Tape, Saline (sterile 

water), Glucose, and 4x4s (sterile gauze, 4 in by 4 in). These items are single use 

only and must be properly disposed of after use. Anything soiled with bodily fluids 

must be deposited in a bio-hazard bag. However, remember that bloodied bandages 

will usually stay with the patient as part of their treatment.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

(The same compartment with the doors open to avoid the camera reflection).  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

(To the right of the previous image). This compartment contains: Combine pads, 

Cold/Hot packs, Cravats, Sterile gauze (various sizes), and more Cling wrap. 

All of these items may also be found in the jump bag (pg. 47).  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

The bench seat lifts up to reveal a compartment containing the items labeled above: 

Tychem suits, Escape hoods, Splints, and Triage kits. These items are single use 

only and will not be returned to the rig after use. Splints stay with the patient as 

part of their treatment, while the other items are properly disposed of.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

This latch releases the bench seat so it may be opened.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

This is the pediatric assessment chart. It reminds providers of proper vital 

information and procedures for the care of pediatric patients.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

This is a CPR board. It is placed underneath the patient with the head positioned in 

the impression to provide necessary support when performing CPR on a patient in 

bed, or on another soft surface. In 156 it is found here. In 157 it is found in the 

external compartment on pg. 16.  



WFA&RS “rig tour”  44  

 

wallfirstaid.com 1900 Monmouth Blvd, Wall, NJ  

  
    

Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

This is the defibrillator. Note that it must be seat belted to the rig when not in use.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

The stretcher has 5 seatbelts approximately crossing: ankles, knees, waist, left 

shoulder, and right shoulder. All must be worn while the patient is on it.  
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Patient Compartment (cont.)  
  

These compartments contain: Sheets, Blankets, Pillows, and Basins. Soiled 

linens may be disposed of in the assigned receptacles at the hospital.  

Replacements may be obtained at the same location.  
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The Jump Bag  
  

This is the jump bag. It contains many of the items found in the rig. This bag is 

taken to every patient upon arrival. Remember to return used items to the bag, and 

the bag to the rig after leaving a scene. Single use items must be properly disposed 

of, and restocked after the call is finished.  
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The Jump Bag (cont.)  
  

The top pocket contains body substance isolation equipment: Biohazard bag, 

Goggles, a Gown.  
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The Jump Bag (cont.)  
  

Inside the main compartment is a clear pocket with airway adjuncts.  
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The Jump Bag (cont.)  
  

Below the previously mentioned pocket, inside the main compartment are a variety 

of items including: Pulse-oximeter, Blood pressure cuffs, Stethoscope, Sam 

splint, Sterile gauze, Cravats, Sterile water, Hot/Cold packs, Cling wrap, and 

Tape.  
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The Jump Bag (cont.)  
  

Each pocket is labeled, but the labels may be faded so the provider should take time 

to memorize what items are located where in the jump bag.  
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The Jump Bag (cont.)  
  

The front pocket contains: Epi-pens, Glucose, Narcan (Naloxone), Pen light, 

Trauma shears (scissors), and Burn sheets. Administration of medications must 

be documented.  
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The Jump Bag (cont.)  
  

The left pocket contains pediatric, and large blood pressure cuffs in case the regular 

size does not fit the patient.  
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The Jump Bag (cont.)  
  

The right pocket contains: Obstetric kits, and Burn kits.  
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The Jump Bag (cont.)  
  

The orange item on top of the obstetric kits and burn kits is a tourniquet.  
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The Stretcher   
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Restocking Equipment  
  

In the bay are spare backboards, splints, CPR boards, and straps for restocking the 

rig after any of these items are left at the hospital. On subsequent trips to the 

hospital, the crew should look for and pick up our sanitized equipment in the item 

return area.  
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Restocking Equipment (cont.)  
  

To the left of the backboards is a door leading to the radio room and supply closets.  
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Restocking Equipment (cont.)  
  

The supply closets have most any item found in the rig. If a certain item can not 

be found, the member should notify a line officer. When items are taken from the 

supply closet, the member should document what was taken on the paper sheets 

on the back of the door.  

Rig checks  

  

A rig check should be performed after every call, and before every duty crew to 

ensure that the rigs are prepared for service. This includes making sure the cot has a 

clean linen on it, oxygen cylinders are full, and all other equipment is fully 

stockedsuch as cervical collars or masks. Missing items may be retrieved from the 

supply closet. Issues that cannot be solved by the E.M.T. or driver should be reported 

to a line officer.  


